
LIST OF CORE READINGS (all readings, including TAR below, will be provided to selected 
participants) 

 
Note: TAR = Transcendentalism: A Reader. Ed. Joel Myerson. New York: Oxford UP, 2000 
 
Alcott, Louisa May. “Happy Women.” In L. M. Alcott: Signature of Reform. Ed. Madeleine B. Stern. 

Northeastern UP, 2002. 146-49.  
---. Selected Letters of Louisa May Alcott. Ed. Joel Myerson, Daniel Shealy, Madeleine Stern. U of 

Georgia P, 1995. [selected letters as assigned] 
---. “Transcendental Wild Oats.” In L. M. Alcott: Signature of Reform. Ed. Madeleine B. Stern. 

Northeastern UP, 2002. 87-102. 
---. “With a Rose that Bloomed on the Day of John Brown’s Martyrdom.” In L. M. Alcott: Signature 

of Reform. Ed. Madeleine B. Stern. Northeastern UP, 2002. 116. 
Apess, William. “Eulogy on King Phillip.” Voices of Democracy: The U.S. Oratory Project. 

https://voicesofdemocracy.umd.edu/apess-eulogy-speech-text/.  
Bellin, Joshua David. “Red Walden.” In Thoreau at Two Hundred: Essays and Reassessments. Ed. 

Kevin Van Anglen and Kristen Case. Cambridge UP, 2017. 75-87. 
---. “Transcendentalism and Native American Rights.” In The Oxford Handbook of 

Transcendentalism. Ed. Joel Myerson, Sandra Harbert Petrulionis, and Laura Dassow Walls. 
Oxford, 2010. 198-209. 

Brownson, Orestes. “From The Laboring Classes.” In The American Transcendentalists: Essential 
Writings. Ed. Lawrence Buell. Modern Library, 2006. 193-200.  

Channing William Ellery. “Likeness to God”: 3-20. [in TAR] 
Child, Lydia Maria. Letters from New-York: A Portrait of New York on the Cusp of Its Transformation 

into a Modern City. Ed. Bruce Mills. U of Georgia P, 1998. [selected chapters as assigned] 
Cole, Phyllis, and Jana Argersinger, eds. Toward a Female Genealogy of Transcendentalism. U 

Georgia P, 2014. [selected chapters as assigned] 
Collison, Gary. “The Boston Vigilance Committee: A Reconsideration.” Historical Journal of 

Massachusetts 12 (1984): 104-16. 
Cooper, Susan Fenimore. “A Lament for the Birds.” In Essays on Nature and Landscape by Susan 

Fenimore Cooper. Ed. Rochelle L. Johnson and J. Daniel Patterson. U of Georgia Press, 2002. 
110-14. 

---. Rural Hours. Ed. Rochelle L. Johnson and J. Daniel Patterson. U of Georgia P, 1998. [selected 
chapters as assigned] 

Davis, Angela. “Political Prisoners, Prisons and Black Liberation.” In If They Come in the Morning: 
Voices of Resistance. Ed. Davis. Verso, 2016. 27-43. 

Dublin, Thomas, Farm to Factory: Women’s Letters, 1830-1860.  2nd ed. Columbia UP, 1993. 
Emerson, Lidian Jackson. “Transcendental Bible”: 381-83. [in TAR] 
Emerson, Mary Moody. The Almanacks of Mary Moody Emerson: A Scholarly Digital Edition. Ed. 

Noelle A. Baker and Sandra Harbert Petrulionis. www.marymoodyemerson.net (selected 
links as assigned) 

Emerson, Ralph Waldo. “Divinity School Address”: 230-45. [in TAR] 
---. “Letter to Martin Van Buren”: 226-30. [in TAR] 
Ernest, John. "Life Beyond Biography: Black Lives and Biographical Research.” Commonplace 17.1 

(Fall 2016). http://commonplace.online/article/life-beyond-biography/.  
Fuller, Margaret. “The Great Lawsuit: Man versus Men. Woman versus Women”: 383-427. [in TAR] 

https://voicesofdemocracy.umd.edu/apess-eulogy-speech-text/
http://www.marymoodyemerson.net/
http://commonplace.online/article/life-beyond-biography/


---. Summer on the Lakes, in 1843. With Introduction by Susan Belasco Smith. Prairie State, 1991. 
[selected chapters as assigned] 

---. “The Wrongs of American Women. The Duty of American Women”: 484-90. [in TAR] 
Gross, Robert A. “‘The Nick of Time’: Coming of Age in Thoreau’s Concord.” In Thoreau at 200: 

Essays and Reassessments. Ed. Kristen Case and K. P. Van Anglen. Cambridge UP, 2017. 
102-117. 

---. The Transcendentalists and Their World. Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 2021. [selected chapters as 
assigned] 

Horton James Oliver, and Lois E. Horton. “A Federal Assault: African Americans and the Impact of 
the Fugitive Slave Law of 1850.” In Slavery and the Law. Ed. Paul Finkelman. Madison 
House, 1997. 143-60. 

Jackson, Ellen Garrison. Letter to Reverend Samuel Hunt, 13 April 1866. Amistad Research Center, 
Tulane University. 

Johnson, Rochelle L. “Henry David Thoreau and the Literature of the Environment.” In A 
Companion to American Literature. Ed. Susan Belasco et al. Wiley, 2020. 86-101.  

---. “Materialities of Thought: Botanical Geography and the Curation of Resilience in Susan 
Fenimore Cooper and Henry David Thoreau.” In Thoreau beyond Borders: New International 
Essays on America’s Most Famous Nature Writer. Ed. Francois Specq, Laura Dassow Walls, 
and Julian Negre. U Massachusetts P, 2020. 113-42. 

Kelley, Mary. “‘A More Glorious Revolution’: Women's Antebellum Reading Circles and the Pursuit 
of Public Influence,” New England Quarterly 76.2 (June 2003): 163-96. 

Kucich, John J. “Thoreau’s Indian Problem.” Thoreau in an Age of Crisis: Uses and Abuses of an 
American Icon. Ed. Kristen Case, Rochelle L. Johnson, and Henrik Otterberg. Brill, 2021. 

Larcom, Lucy. A New England Girlhood. Northeastern UP, 1986.  [selected chapters as assigned] 
Marshall, Megan. Margaret Fuller: A New American Life. Houghton Mifflin, 2013. [selected chapters 

as assigned] 
---. The Peabody Sisters: Three Women Who Ignited American Romanticism. Houghton Mifflin, 2005. 

[selected chapters as assigned] 
McCaskill, Barbara. Love, Liberation and Escaping Slavery: William and Ellen Craft in Cultural 

Memory. U Georgia P, 2015. [selected chapters as assigned] 
Moran, William.  The Belles of New England: The Women of the Textile Mills and the Families Whose 

Wealth They Wove. St. Martin’s Press, 2002.  [selected chapters as assigned] 
Murray, Hannah-Rose. Advocates of Freedom: African American Transatlantic Abolitionism in the 

British Isles. Cambridge UP, 2020. [selected chapters as assigned] 
Newman, Lance. Literary Heritage of the Environmental Justice Movement: Landscapes of Revolution 

in Transatlantic Romanticism. Palgrave, 2019. [selected chapters as assigned] 
Nicolar, Joseph. The Life and Traditions of the Red Man: A Rediscovered Treasure of Native American 

Literature. Ed. Annette Kolodny. Duke UP, 2007. [selected chapters as assigned] 
Peabody Elizabeth Palmer. “Woman” from “The Conversations of Margaret Fuller”: 280-89. [in 

TAR] 
Petrulionis, Sandra Harbert. To Set This World Right: The Antislavery Movement in Thoreau’s 

Concord. Cornell UP, 2006. [selected chapters as assigned] 
Robinson, Harriet H. Loom & Spindle or Life Among the Early Mill Girls. Press Pacifica, 1976. 
Thoreau, Henry. “Huckleberries.” In Wild Apples and Other Natural History Essays. Ed. William 

Rossi. U of Georgia P, 2002. 166-202. 



---. The Maine Woods. Ed. Joseph J. Moldenhauer. Princeton UP, 1972. [selected chapters as 
assigned] 

---. “A Plea for Captain John Brown”: 628-47. [in TAR]  
---. “Resistance to Civil Government”: 546-65. [in TAR] 
---. “Slavery in Massachusetts”: 602-14. [in TAR] 
---. Walden. Ed. Michael Meyer. Penguin, 1983. [selected chapters as assigned] 
Zinn, Howard. “Law and Justice.” In The Zinn Reader: Writings on Disobedience and Democracy. 

Seven Stories, 1997. 367-402. 
 


